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Direction off-site

Section 29A Education Act 2002 states “The governing body of a maintained school in England may require any registered pupil to attend at any place outside the school premises for the purpose of receiving educational provision which is intended to improve the behaviour of the pupil.”

The legislation above does reference local authority maintained schools and not academies. However, academies can have the power to direct pupils off-site for the improvement of behaviour if their funding agreement and/or articles of association make clear that they comply with the above legislation.

What is direction off-site? 

Direction off-site is when the school requires a pupil to attend another educational setting to improve their behaviour. Where interventions or targeted support have not been successful in improving a pupil’s behaviour, off-site direction should be used to arrange time-limited placements at alternative provision (such as a PRU) or another mainstream school. During the direction off-site to another school, pupils must be dual registered. Off-site direction is separate from managed moves, suspensions and permanent exclusions. Direction off-site may have effect until the end of the last school day of the school year. 

Do the school require parental consent to direct off-site?

No, the school do not require parental consent and can direct a pupil offsite within the above legislation. 

What should direction off-site not be used for? 

It should not be used because the transferring school is unable to meet the pupil's educational needs, medical needs, special educational needs. The statutory guidance on exclusions is clear that off-site direction may only be used as a way to improve future behaviour and not as a sanction or punishment for past misconduct. off-site direction should only be used where interventions in school have not worked.

What if my child had an EHCP? 

If your child has an education, health and care plan then your LA has to be invited to reviews of the off-site education. Remember, your LA’s duty to secure special educational provision under section 42 of the Children and Families Act 2014 carries on. If the provision is not being secured, then you can take action. 

What should the school do before and during the off-site direction? 

Give the prescribed persons including the parents of the child, the child (if over 18 years old) and the local authority (if the child has an EHCP) notice in writing of the proposed direction off-site containing the information prescribed below:

· The address at which the educational provision is to be provided for the pupil.
· Particulars identifying the person to whom the pupil should report on first attending that address for the purposes of receiving the educational provision
· The number of days for which the requirement is to be imposed.
· The reasons for, and objectives of, imposing the requirement.
· In relation to the educational provision where two sessions per day are provided, the times at which the morning session commences, the afternoon session ends and the break between them commences and ends or where a single session per day is provided, the times at which the session commences and ends.
· The notice must be given as soon as practicable after the determination has been made to direct the child off site and not less than two school days before the first day at which the child is expected to attend the new educational establishment.
· Keep under review the alternative placement by holding a review meeting examining how effective the alternative placement is proving to be in meeting its aim, whether it should continue and considering any views of those that have attended the review meeting or submitted their views in writing. 
· Not later than six days before the date of any review meeting give a written invitation to the prescribed persons above, the alternative educational establishment and the Head Teacher of your school requesting them to attend the review meeting or to submit in writing before the date of the meeting their views on the alternative placement.
· Give written notification of any decision to continue the alternative placement and the reasons for continuing it to the parties directly above not later than six days after the date of the review meeting.

If the school fails to follow the regulations outlined above, it may be considered an unlawful use of this provision.




Frequently Asked Questions

I’m not happy about my child’s direction off-site what can I do? 
Parents can request, in writing, that the placement is reviewed and governing bodies must comply with the request as soon as is reasonably practicable, unless there has been a review in the last 10 weeks. If the placement hasn’t yet started, parents can follow the complaints procedure if they wish to do so. 

My child is not receiving the provision in section F of their EHCP during there direction off-site placement, what should I do? 
Your child’s EHCP remains in place and is still a legal document. The provision in section F must be implemented. You can request a review of the placement to discuss your concerns. You can formally complain to the local authority as the ultimate responsibly for providing the provision in section F lies with the local authority. 

The transferring school can’t meet my child’s needs and have informed us they are directing off-site due to this, can they do this? 
No, the law is very clear that direction off-site should not be used because a school can’t meet a child’s SEN. Schools should follow the graduated approach (see our SEN Support information sheet) to put support in place, and if necessary, consider requesting an assessment for an education health and care plan. If your child already has an EHCP and the school cannot meet need then they should arrange for a review of the plan to take place as soon as possible.

Is there anywhere else I can access support around direction off-site? 
Bradford exclusion team: exclusionsteam@bradford.gov.uk 
IPSEA: 0300 222 5899 https://www.ipsea.org.uk/call-in-helpline 
Coram Legal centre: https://childlawadvice.org.uk/clas/contact-child-law-advice/ 
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