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Areas of Difference - Social interaction

Most babies seem ready to become sociable and develop communication skills from birth.  Young children just seem to know that other people are important to turn to for comfort, to share moments of pleasure with, to look to for guidance and to learn from.  Children with autism spectrum disorders find this very difficult. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]They may seem less interested in people and find it hard to see things from another person’s point of view.  Some may like being sociable and tactile, but are not always sure how to go about this.  A young child with an autism spectrum disorder can’t make sense of people and may find them frighteningly unpredictable. 

They may:
· prefer to be alone some of the time
· not want others to interact or come into their space, or may like some interactions but not if it interferes with their routine or play
· want to interact but not always know how to  - they may play alongside others but not initiate interactions
· only tolerate approaches from very familiar people
· seem to use people as a means to an end, for example, they might take someone’s hand but only to get an object that is out of their reach
· not want to be comforted when they are distressed
· seem to be unaware of social rules
· social responses can be unusual or inappropriate
· lack of understanding about friendship or strangers including difficulty making and sustaining friendships
· seem to relate better to objects or animals than people or prefer the company of adults
· May talk at length about favourite subjects or repeatedly ask the same questions
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